ID: 7327711
Data: 01-02-2004

Drinks Business

Tiragem: 0
Pais: UK
Ambito: Nacional
Perid.: Diaria

Pagina: 45 R

Cores: Preto e Branco :-.'

Area: 20,71X24,33 cm2 @

Corte: 1 de 2 Memorandum

Cork’s not screwed

sSuccessful efforts to reduce TCA In corks has proved that the
closure issue is not an open and shut case, says Chris Orr

HE €MD of lost yeor was an
intaresting time for those in the
clasure business. Within the space
of o few months of each other, two of the
majar players in the cork business cloimed
ta have found the solution to TCA
problems in wine. Almost immediotely
ofterwards, a study
morketing specialists, Wine Intefligence,
showed, 1,150
consumers, that there secemed 1o be an
overwhelming desire among the public to
keep corks s the closure of choice.
In the study, some 99% of respondents
sqid they were either positive or neutrol

canducted by

tram o survey of

obout corks, while ulmost 0% of those
questioned said that they would not buy a
hottle of wine with o screwcap closure.

The timing, as far as cork manufacturers
were concarned, could not have been any
better, In November, Amorim lounched its
ROSA cork treatment process ~ @ process
it claims “reduces releasenble 2,4,6-
trichlgroanisale (TCA) levels in cork by up
to 80%”

The process wos independently tested
and verified by wine research laboratories
across the globe, including the Australion
Wine Reseurch Institute (AWRD, the
Campden and Chorleywood Food and
Research Association (CCFRA) in the UK
and the Geisenhieirn Research Institute in
Garmany Al three tests found between

£9% and 80% reductions in the level of
TCA in samples tested.

Essentially, the new process involves
treatment of the cork with staam, which
removes volatile trace ¢ompounds trom
the cork cells, ane of which is TCA, The
benefits of treating cork with steam had
some time, but

been known for

Almost 60% of
those guestioned
said they would
not buy wine with
a screwcap

stabilising the process and turning it into
o religble, industrial option had proved
elusive unfil the company came up with
the ROSA system.

“Amorim's whole stroteqy is baosed on
using @ combination of preventative and
curative megsures to avoid or remove
cork contaminants at each critical point in
the production chain,” soid Professor
Migue! Cabrai at the time, head of
and development at  the
"ROSA adds o powerful
C!)rG!‘iVE reeasure 1o this armoury."

rasearch

company.

Then last December, the French closures
speciolist, Sabaté began to push its
Diaraand process out commercially. It was
first kicked off in 1996 os port of the
rompony’s resegrch and development
progromme. Once it hod been perfected,
and reolising thot it needed not just
scientific hut also trade support, Sabaté
conducted exhaustive tests, convening o
speciol panel of experts from scientists at
the AWR! and CCFRA, as well os
members of the press, retailers and
wholesalars, all of whom hod input into
the trinls themselves - how they were
conducted and the results compiled.

The end-gume was confirmation by the
parel that the Diomond process, hoth
terms of

worked.

ond olso in
"perceived”  taste of TCA,
Seientifically, the process was shown to
reduce the TCA content of the cork

scientifically,

closures tested 10 lass than 0.2 poris per
thousand (ppt) which, according to the
siatistician  involved in  the trinls,
essentiolly meant “anything under 0.2ppt
isn't actuolly present”

The process itself is very different from
the ROSA process. It involves the
supercritical CO2 extroction process that
the company developed in the lote 1990s.
it uses CQZ in its supercritical stage, iein
o fluid state between being o liquid and o

gas, to “solubilise” low molecular weight =>>
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closures |

compounds -
is TCA

organic
one of which
in cork.

The gist of these two
processes, according to
their backers — ond, in
folrness, -according to the
test results, independent research and
anolysis as well — is that TCA has been
potentinlly dramatically reduced, if not
virtually eradicated, from the cork
. manufacturing process.

So, on the face ot it, it looks as it one of
the main issues that hos coused
winemaokers across the globe to turn away
from cork and embrace new technology
such as screwcaops and synthetic cork has
been resolved. So where, thearetically,
does this leave the. manufacturers of
the latter?

Well, if you dig a little deeper into the
results of the Wine Intelligence survey,
you'lt find that in artual fact the results
are not quite exactly black ond white.
One in three of consumers asked said
their aftitude to screwcaps had softened
recently, while the view on synthetic
closures was largely neutral - a finding
that suggests they are easing their woy
siowly but surely into the consciousness of
the UK consurmer.

However, TCA is niot the only problem
faced by cork. Even if there hove been
significant effarts mode to eradicate its
damaging effects, there are plenty of

other issues with cork and closures that
hove yet to be clarified. “That's very
true,”  admits  Nicolas  Serpette,
communications director for Sabaté. “But
this is a very significant step. There are
that need

oddressing, including more work done

other technical areas
to ensure, whatever the closure, more
help is given to producers to ensure that
they are using the best product suited to
their wine ond using it to its optimum
performance.”

Carlos Dejesus, morketing director for
Amuorim agrees. "Every orgaonisation has
g limit to their resources, and the priority
till now has been to tackle the problems
of TCA,” he explains. "But now we will be
logking to other areas where there ure
issues, other processes and options that
need to be maximised or improved. It's on

So where does
this leave the
manufacturers of
screwcaps and
synthetic corks?

old idiom, but one that’s often forgotten:
to stand stitl in this business is essentiglly
to wolk backwards. We have new products
and implements scheduled with our
research and development departments
and we'll be looking at which areas to
concentrate on.”

The crucial guestion is, do they think
these latest developments will halt the
slow loss of market shore to synthetics
and screwcaps, or is it merely o woy of
mointoining  some sort of growth
opportunity over the long-term? “Well, to
be honest, we're selling more corks than

ever befare,” claims Dejesus, “We
developed ROSA as part of our
commitment to providing our custormers
with an ever-increasing quality of product.
It wasn't done as a reaction ta failing
sales or maorket shrinkage.”

That may or may not be the case, but
certainly it wgs only the debate over cork
versus synthetic, that began more thon o
decade ago, that has galvonised the big
cork firms into action. "We did indeed
need — how do you say it in English? -
kick up the backside, ” admits Serpette.

The synthetic ond screweap
manutocturers, however, don’t appeor to
be overly worried by the developments.
“We opplaud any efforts to reduce or
eliminate TCA,” soys a very diplomatic
"The

primary goal for the closure industry is to

spokesperson  for Supremcorq.
ossist wineries in bringing a consistent
bottle of wine to the consumer. Any effort
to achieve this goal is o positive step,
“We ourselves are continuing to
enhance our product offering. One of the
advaontoges of synthetic closures is that
so thot

olfows us to engineer enhancements into

the product is manufaoctured,

the product,” she continues.

And Supremecorq is convinced that it is
winning the battle when it comes to
persuading consumers ond winemakers
alike of the efficacy of its product. “Qur
sales continue to increase ond we believe
consumers quite readily accept synthetic
clasures. Most consumers are either
positive or neutral about the use of
consumers’

synthetic  closures, and

perception of the market continues
to improve.”

Perhaps the most balanced view of how
these developments will affect the market
as 0 whole, from Soboté’s
Serpette. “Look,” he says, “Screwcaps
are here to stay. They have less than 3%
of the muorket at the morment, with

COMes

synthetics coming in around 7%, and the
rest is cark, but screwcaps and synthetics
are here to stay. We believe they will grow
significantly. We don't think they’ll toke,
say, 40% of the market, but soles will
grow. All we've really done is to remove
what wos a sword of Dameocles hanging
nver the cork closures sector — it was o
big sword and quite perilous, but we
think it has been removed now, and
that's surely goad for all producers.” db



